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The NYNEX Telephone Companies l ("NYNEX") hereby comment in response to

the Commission's Public Notice released April 10, 1996. in the above-captioned matter.

That Public Notice seeks additional comment to refresh the record in CC Docket

No. 92-237 (Administration ofthe North American Numbering Plan). Specifically, the

Public Notice invites further comment on the issue of the appropriate length of the

permissive dialing period with respect to the expansion of Feature Group D Carrier

Identification Codes ("CIes") from three to four digits

II. THE COMMISSION SHOULD END AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE THE
PERMISSIVE DIALING PERIOD FOR EXPANSION OF FEATURE
GROUP D CICs FROM THREE TO FOUR DIGITS

A. Background

A plan was developed by the Industry Carriers Compatibility Forum ("ICCF") on

behalf of the telecommunication industry to expand Feature Group D CICs from three to

four digits. That plan included a change in the Carrier Access Code ("CAC") dialing
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method. Unlike presubscription, CAC dialing involves accessing an interexchange

carrier by dialing an access code plus the carrier'~ CIC'. The prior method required

dialing five digits (1 OXXX). The new method requires dialing seven digits (1 OlXXXX).

The plan called for a period of time, the permissive dialing period, during which both

methods could be employed as the industry transitioned to mandatory four-digit CICs and

seven-digit CAC dialing. However, participants in the rCCF could not agree on the

length of time that the permissive dialing period should last.

In its April 4. 1994. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("NPRM") in CC Docket

No. 92-237, the Commission sought comment on several issues concerning Feature

Group 0 CIC expansion. In the NPRM (~ 50). the Commission tentatively concluded

that the industry's CIe expansion plan was reasonable The Commission also proposed

that the permissive dialing period should last six years 2 The various comments

submitted in response to the NPRM did not reveal conclusive support in the industry for

any particular time period. NYNEX supported a permissive dialing period of eighteen

months, the period proposed by the North American Numbering Plan Administrator,

In the Public Notice. the Commission recognizes that since the pleading cycle

closed on the NPRM (on June 30. 1994), certain significant events have occurred:

1. the assignment of four-digit CIes has begun and thus the permissive dialing
period has begun;

2. there has been an unexpected increase in the demand for CIes. due to new
uses for C'les:

3. demand for CICs will increase further due to additional carriers entering the
market as a result of the Telecommunications Act of 1996;
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4. LECs are obligated to provide dialing parity under Section 251 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996

The Commission now seeks further comment in light of these recent events.

B. Discussion

The enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "Act") is having a

profound impact on many aspects ofthe telecommunications industry. The Commission

is correct in recognizing that the CAC permissive dialing period is one of the areas

impacted by the Act. First and foremost is the Act' ') dialing parity provision. Second is

the increased demand for CICs stimulated by the Act

Section 251(b)(3) of the Act imposes on all local exchange carriers "[t]he duty to

provide dialing parity to competing providers of telephone exchange service and

telephone toll service .. " Under the current permissive dialing period, some competing

providers of telephone toll service have a three-digit ele and can be accessed by dialing

five digits, while other providers have a four-digit CIC and must be accessed by dialing

seven digits. To achieve full dialing parity. such providers of telephone toll service

should be placed on an equal footing in respect to (:AJ= dialing. This can be

accomplished by bringing the permissive dialing period to an end so that all such

providers will have a four-digit CIC, and be accessible by dialing seven digits.

When CICs were expanded from three to four digits, the overall number of CICs

expanded from one thousand to ten thousand. The expansion has actually added an

additional nine thousand CICs because the first thousand CICs, those with the format

OXXX, are occupied by the original three-digit ClCs. Further, because of the mechanics
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of implementing the permissive dialing period. only four-digit CICs in the 5XXX and

6XXX ranges may be assigned. Thus, while the permissive dialing period continues, the

expansion has added only an additional two thousand crcs.

It is expected that the Act will promote competition and open up myriad market

opportunities for both existing service providers and new entrants. Many of these new

market opportunities will require the service provider to have a ere. There is real

concern that the current supply of two thousand ('ICs will not last for the six year period

previously proposed by the Commission.

Some parties in the NPRM pleading cycle advocated that the permissive dialing

period should end when the current supply of two thousand crcs is exhausted. A serious

problem with this approach is that it would risk premature exhaust of the crc supply. A

time period that is as short as reasonable (~, six months) should be set now to bring the

permissive dialing period to a close. If the industry waits until the crc supply is near

exhaust and then selects a closing date for the permissive dialing period, unforeseen

demand may exhaust the supply prior to the selected date, leading to a supply crisis. It

would be far more preferable to select a date now. while supply is still sufficient, and

bring the permissive dialing period to a smooth conclusion. This date should not be later

than April 1, 1997.
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m. CONCLUSION

In order to provide full dialing parity, and insure the continued abundant supply of

CICs, NYNEX urges the Commission to bring the permissive dialing period with respect

to ere expansion to an end as early as possible (after a reasonable implementation period

such as six months), but certainly no later than April 1, 1997.
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